 Handout #4  Useful Vocabulary for BORDC Advocacy Visits 

Democracy is a dialog, at least, that’s my belief.  Words have power, as we reminded ourselves throughout our discussions and preparation for visits.  See if you can add to this list of words to use (or words to avoid) as you prepare for your visit!

·  Efficacy or other variations on efficient (e.g. with regard to law enforcement resources locally vs. federal)

·  Detained, deported, departed (in moderation, alliteration can catch the ear and these words cover the multi-faceted reaction of  affected communities without using the controversial “disappeared”)

·  Unintended consequences, highly questionable, purported  (diplomatic ways to frame criticism)

·  Cost-benefit analysis 

·  Flawed legislative process (the passage of the USA PATRIOT Act)

·  Undermine, alienate, marginalize, infringe, unnecessary, inadequate, inappropriate, unilateral, critical, crucial, squanders, disproportionate

·  Good faith, longstanding, inherent, reasonable, transparency accountable/accountability

Remember these helpful responses to questions:


That’s a good (or reasonable) question.  X, would you like to respond?  

(If you don’t know the answer or are not comfortable, see if another member of the visit team is able to respond.)  


I don’t have that information but will find out and will follow up with you.  

(The only answer when you don’t know.  Remember, prompt follow up is critical.)
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