February __, 2009
Secretary Janet Napolitano
Department of Homeland Security
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, DC  20528
RE:
DHS Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties 
Dear Secretary Napolitano,
Welcome to Washington, D.C. and congratulations on your newly confirmed position. We, the undersigned organizations, look forward to working with you and the Department of Homeland Security to revisit failed Bush era policies that have violated the civil rights and civil liberties of people who have encountered the immigration system in the United States. There are wide-ranging opportunities to reevaluate and improve immigration and border security policies and practices under your leadership, as you acknowledged in your recent Immigration and Border Security Action Directive.  
We write to you as community leaders and organizations dedicated to ensuring that immigration enforcement in the United States is conducted in a way that respects the Constitutional and human rights of everyone involved.  Within the Department of Homeland Security, the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties has been an ally in ongoing efforts to protect the fundamental rights of all persons in the United States, regardless of race, nationality, ethnicity, or religion.  We seek your support for the important mission of this office. See 6 U.S.C. 345: Establishment of Officer For Civil Rights And Civil Liberties.  Over the years the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties has not only served as a point of engagement between the public and the Department, but has also acted as a bulwark against abuse and an overseer of compliance.  The working relationships this office has developed with community liaison committees are important tools in protecting the freedoms and values that make America unique.  
Given the scope of immigration activities within the Department, a robust immigration practice within the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties is critical. We urge you to exercise your leadership to provide the Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties the support and resources necessary to further this administration’s stated values of fairness, transparency, accountability and respect for human rights.  
Respectfully,

