Guantánamo:  How Will We Respond?
Thursday, January 11, 2007 marks the 5th anniversary of the US government founding the Guantánamo Bay Prison. On July 10, 2006 the Centre for Constitutional Rights published a report citing the details of torture and inhuman treatment of prisoners by US officials at the prison. This is a primary source account, which described the Bush Administration's systematic human rights abuses at the prison. We can scarcely believe this betrayal of our laws at the highest levels of government as discovered in the document. This outrage continues. Presently over 400 men have sat for close to 5 years in Guantánamo. No independent investigation of the torture and abuse has occurred. Worse still, the recently passed Military Commission Act has compounded the problem: the prisoners lost the hallmark of American democracy - habeas corpus; a permissive redefinition of the War Crimes Act allows waterboarding of prisoners, almost drowning them; the right to a Court Martial has been waived in favor of a kangaroo court, a military commission, as defined by the President who detains you; and the Act protects US officials from law suits for torture. 
 

How then, is our illustrious democratic system different from the notorious police states of right or left persuasion who trash personal liberty for protecting corrupt officials? More importantly, how do we respond? Attorney Joseph Margulies framed the issue for us. "There is little question of how history will respond to Guantánamo...with condescension...How could we be so foolish, misguided, cruel? How we will respond is a legal question and a political question. But it is most of all a moral question. Will we respond with courage or cowardice? This is our choice." 
 

This is the time of Epiphany. For believers, no doubt we are morally equipped to challenge our elected officials. Girded by the courage of Christmas we will instruct our Senators and Representatives to CLOSE GUANTANAMO AND TO CEASE ALL TORTURE AND THE INDEFINITE DETENTION OF PRISONERS. If not, we are indeed foolish; and the torturers act in our name. 
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