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FOURTH ANNIVERSARY OF USA PATRIOT ACT

Local Civil Liberties Group Plans Funeral for Bill of Rights
 

The Chicagoland Coalition for Civil Liberties and Rights (CCCLR) will hold funeral services and read a eulogy for the Bill of Rights at 5 p.m. in Federal Plaza on Wednesday, October 26, 2005, the fourth anniversary of the USA PATRIOT Act. 

 

A New Orleans style funeral will begin at 4:30 at the Tribune Plaza. A marching band and mourners will proceed to Federal Plaza, accompanying a single casket bearing the Bill of Rights. At the Plaza, a "priest” will deliver a mock eulogy that highlights how the USA PATRIOT Act has “killed” the Bill of Rights by compromising or negating many of the liberties and rights contained within it.

 

CCCLR finds the funeral an innovative and entertaining way to inform people about the USA PATRIOT Act. They cite studies that show people no longer support the USA PATRIOT Act once they learn the provisions within it. CCCLR believes the act receives support only because it is promoted as an anti-terrorism act and because of the deliberate misuse of its “patriotic” name. In actuality, they assert, it takes away rights specified in the Bill of Rights and actually makes people less secure.

 

The Chicagoland Coalition for Civil Liberties and Rights is a coalition of groups and individuals opposed to activities that infringe upon civil liberties and rights. They educate local communities about their rights and how they are suppressed in times of fear. CCCLR was instrumental in the Chicago City Council’s passing of a resolution opposing the USA PATRIOT Act in October 2003. They are currently working on a similar resolution for the Illinois General Assembly.
